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The European Union and its Member States welcome the High-level Dialogue on International 
Migration and Development, which will be organised by the United Nations General 
Assembly on 3-4 October 2013 in the framework of its sixty-eight session.  

The European Union remain firmly committed to ensure a successful High-level Dialogue. 
The High-level Dialogue offers an ideal opportunity to better explore the links between 
migration and the current Millennium Development Goals and more accurately assess the role 
of migration, including forced migration, for all development sectors, with a view to informing 
on-going discussions on the future framework.  

The important links between migration and development issues are clearly recognised both in 
the Global Approach to Migration and Mobility, which sets the overarching framework for the 
European Union’s external migration policy, and in the development policy framework, the 
'Agenda for Change'. Since 2005, the European Union and its Member States established a 
broad and truly comprehensive migration policy, which looks at all dimensions of migration 
and mobility, which takes into account the concerns of its partner countries, and respects the 
principle of Policy Coherence for Development and addresses relevant issues from a migrant's 
perspective. The European Union also acquired valuable expertise in promoting bilateral and 
regional cooperation on migration through the support to regional dialogue processes, mobility 
partnerships, and technical and financial cooperation. The European Union and its Member 
States stand ready to share their experience in these areas at the High-level Dialogue. 

However, there is a need to adopt a more ambitious and holistic approach to the relationship 
between migration and development, in particular given the increasing role played by 
migration in the economy of many developing countries, the social costs and benefits that can 
follow from this, the importance of South-South migration issues and the perspective of shared 
responsibility of both countries of origin and destination.  

Two general objectives needs to be targeted through the High-level Dialogue: Firstly, it is 
crucial to broaden the current development and migration agenda, notably by recognising 
changing migration patterns (a consequence of changing economic, social, demographic and 
environmental conditions), and by better addressing South-South migration and the role that 
can be played by migration in economic and social development. Secondly, further 
consideration should be given to promoting the integration of migration with development 
strategies, including inter alia forced migration, as well as the potential synergies between 
migration and other areas such as employment policy and trade. In this regard, possibilities 
should also be considered for ensuring that the important links between migration and 
development are adequately recognised in the post-2015 development framework. 

Successful mainstreaming of migration in development thinking requires making it an integral 
part of a whole range of sectoral policies, i.e. on agriculture, health, education, etc. In parallel, 
targeted migration-related initiatives should be promoted. The often still limited awareness, 
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amongst practitioners, of the relevance of migration issues to development should be 
addressed, both in the European Union and in its partner countries. In this regard, it is essential 
to integrate challenges related to intra-regional migration as one of the issues under the Global 
Approach to Migration and Mobility, so that the potentially beneficial role of migration in 
regional cooperation and development can be properly identified and promoted. 

The Commission is currently drafting a communication entitled “Maximizing the 
Development Impact of Migration: The EU Contribution for the UN High-Level Dialogue and 
Next Steps for Broadening the Development-Migration Nexus”. The communication is 
expected to be adopted in April. It will serve as a basis for a common position of the European 
Union and its Member States to be followed at the High-level Dialogue. It will also establish a 
broadened 'vision' of the interactions between migration and development which more fully 
address South-South migration and the role of migration and mobility in the economic and 
social development of states. The Communication will address the four round tables themes at 
the High-level Dialogue.  
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